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JUAN

Juan Gedovius was born in Mexico City;
he is a narrator, illustrator, incorrigible
night-owl, and sea-dragon fisher. Since
he was very young always surrounded by
brushes, paint or any other tool that could
help him capture all those creatures that
inhabit dreams on paper, he found that
books are the best way to bring a little
piece of fantasy closerto whoever wants to
dive into their pages. In his stories, which
include Trucas (Trucas), El Tintodonte.
Sunday without breakfast), Morado al
cubo (Purple Cube) and Ribit, you can
find pleasant characters that, thanks to
Gedovius’ talent and wit, find themselves
in messily funny situations. He has more
than sixty publications, many national
and internationa animations, disc covers,
posters, and multiple graphic materials.
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Francisco Hinojosa

Francisco Hinojosa was bornin Mexico City
in 1954. He studied Hispanic Language and
Literature at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico. He has published
almost forty books, including poetry,
short stories, travel chronicles, journalism,
essays and books for young people. His
first children’s book was a historical novel
-A golpe de calcetin (By foot)-, which was
followed by La peor sefiora del mundo
(The worst lady in the world), Anibal
y Melquiades (Anibal and Melquiades),
and Amadis de Anis (Anise Amadis), where
humor and absurdity prevail.

Nowadays Hinojosa is one of the most
prolific and successful writers among
young readers, whose points of view and
preferences are not always well known
and understood. His extraordinary
versatility allows Hinojosa to address
readers of all ages. He says that he
cannot escape from humor, which can
be found in much of his work, and that it
allows him to relate to the world in a very
peculiar way. Some of his stories have
been translated to several languages,
and he has received many awards for
his work.
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Once upon a time, there was a story that
the whole world told

Once upon a time, there was a story that the whole world told. In fact,
it was not just one story but many, and they began to fill the world with
tales of disobedient girls and seductive wolves, glass slippers and love-
struck princes, clever cats and little tin soldiers, and friendly giants and
chocolate factories. They filled the world with words, intelligence,
images and extraordinary characters. Theyinvited the world to laugh, to
be amazed, to coexist. They gave it meaning. And ever since, these stories
have continued to multiply, telling us a thousand and one times, «Once
upon atime, there was a story that the whole world told...»

When we read, tell or listen to stories, we're exercising our imagination,
almost as if it needed training to stay in shape. One day, surely without
us even knowing it, one of these stories will return to our lives, offering
creative solutions to obstacles that we find along the way.

When we read, tell or listen to stories out
loud, we're also continuing an ancient
ritual that has played a fundamental
role in the history of civilization: creating
community. Cultures, past eras and
generations come together around these
stories to tell us that we are all one, the
Japanese, Germans, and Mexicans; those
that lived in the seventeenth century
and us today, reading our stories on the
Internet; grandparents, parents and
children. Stories fulfill allhuman beingsin

the same way because, despite our enormous differences, we are all,
deep down, the stories' protagonists.

Unlike living organisms that are born, reproduce and die, stories,
overflowing with fertility, can be immortal. Especially those in the
populartradition that are adaptable to the circumstances and contextin
whichtheyare told and rewritten. They're stories that, when reproduced
or heard, make us their co-authors.

And, once upon a time, there was also a country full of myths, stories
and legends that were passed on for centuries, from mouth to mouth,
sharingtheiridea of creation, relating their history, sharing their cultural
wealth, sparking curiosity and bringing smiles to faces. It was also a
country where very few citizens had access to books. But this history has
already begunto change. Today, stories are reaching ever further corners
of my country, Mexico. And, in finding their readers, these stories are
- fulfilling their role of creating community, creating family, and creating
| individuals that are more likely to find happiness.

Francisco Hinojosa
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